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THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGENCE
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	THE MEANING OF THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGENCE


“I pledge allegiance”


This means we are making a promise.  Ask the scouts to share some promises that they have made to others. Explain that when we say the pledge, we are promising to be loyal as to a friend.
“to the flag of the United States of America”


Ask the Scouts to whom or what they are promising to be loyal?  If the Scouts say 'the flag', ask them which flag in particular. Point out the United States on either a map or a globe that has the outlines of each state.  Help students locate the state that they live in. Then stress that their state is just one state, out of 50, that is part of our country -- the United States.  The United States can be called America or be referred to by the initials U.S. or U.S.A.  

“and to the republic for which it stands”

In a republic the people get to vote to choose.  When adults vote in the U.S., they are choosing leaders/people who will make decisions for everyone in the country.  Stress that when we say the pledge, we are promising to be loyal to the flag of our country and what it stands for - being free to choose our leaders.  

“one nation, under God, indivisible”

Show the scouts a metal link chain.  Ask two volunteers to come in front of the class and try to divide it or break it apart.  When the scouts realize that the chain can not be split apart, have them after you the phrase, 'one nation, under God, indivisible'.  Explain that the word indivisible means undivided, unbreakable, not able to be divided, similar to the chain.  All of the states and people are one and united together to help one another.  

“with liberty”
Help the scouts understand the term 'liberty' by comparing it to their daily free time. Ask students to share which activities they chose to do during their free time.  Did everyone have to do the same thing?  The U.S. flag stands for freedom - to be who we want, to become what we want, to choose.

“and justice”
Explain that liberty (freedom) and justice go hand in hand.  Justice means to be fair and to have the same rules/laws for everyone.   Ask scouts to share some of the rules that we have at school.  Why do we have these rules?  Stress that rules are for our protection, similar to how our scout activities have rules so that everyone is safe and treated fairly.  In America, we are free to choose our leaders who then make rules and laws that everyone must follow.

“for all”
everyone!

